POSTSCRIPT
Bratislava, the cauldron was boiling up again, I felt in my bones
that the end of Gzecho-Slovakia was at hand, that I would soon
see yet another German invasion, that Hitler was now irrevocably
launched on the Napoleonic period of conquest, and that for my
own country the choice I had so long foreseen — war or capitula-
tion — was drawing very, very near.
Now that this great question has been answered — the question,
would Hitler stop at the German racial boundaries, as our good
leaders always professed to believe, or would he go on and
enslave foreign peoples — I ought to interpolate here a brief
sketch of the methods which were used, in those five months, to
prepare the first annexation of foreign lands. You need to remem-
ber one thing before you read it: that you now have for the first
time a clear picture of the methods that will be used to enslave
other peoples and that will be employed against yourselves.
After Munich, as I wrote earlier in this book, the dope with
which you were spoon-fed was that a right little, tight little
Czechs-Slovakia now existed, which had satisfied all the
grievances of neighbour powers and would be allowed to
live in peace, its defenceless frontiers guaranteed by the four
Great Powers which had dismembered it.
This new Czecho-Slovakia was a Federation of three home-
ruled States or Statelets — the Czech lands, Bohemia and Moravia,
with the capital in Prague; Slovakia, with the capital in Brati-
sl^va; Carpathian Ukraine, with the capital, save the word, in
the hamlet of Chust. Each of the three had full home-rule except
that the army, foreign policy and finance remained the province
of the joint central Czechoslovak Government in Prague, w
which all three were represented.
As the Czechs were by far the most powerful of the three
partners and predominant in the army, and as the Federal capital
remained in Prague, the Czech influence continued to be para-
mount in the State, and after Munich the Czech politicians set
to work to adjust their relationships with Germany.
In the months that followed, the Germans never allowed them
to get to grips. They continually warned tlie Czech Prime
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